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Analysis of a session
The first part of the catalogue formulates interpretations around 
topics of the session (Dynamic urban platforms, From mono-
large to multi-mix, Ecorhythms, In-between time, Networked 
territories), accompanied by the perspectives of a number of 
European experts.

Winning projects
The second part of the catalogue is a presentation of the 170 
winners, runners-up and special mentions projects from the 
twelfth session, classified into site families (Dynamic urban plat-
forms, Heritage of the future, From mono-large to multi-mix, 
Ecorhythms, In-between time, Networked territories). It provides 
access to all the session results with the points of view of the 
team and the jury.
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Carlos Arroyo 
linguist, architect, urban planner, teacher in Madrid and member of Europan’s Scientific 

Council. founder and director of Carlos Arroyo Architects (www.carlosarroyo.net)

The question is: how can we trigger change and 
evolution (dynamic) in a specific local context to 
create new links with larger economic and social 
systems (urban) while opening the widest pos-
sible range of opportunities (platforms)?

Linking different systems in a dynamic and open 
way requires a clear communication strategy. 
Indeed, it is a question that challenges the lin-
guistic dimension of our discipline with particular 
urgency. This does not mean that other dimen-
sions are not present: there is a strong physical 
dimension, since these links are probably infra-
structural and imply resources and energy; the 
platforms need a spatial dimension with very pre-
cise parameters; the different intervening scales 
may entail difficult negotiations in the political 
dimension – which in turn goes back to the pro-
tocols of language as the key to linking the three 
words together: dynamic urban platforms.

If we look at word choice in the competition 
briefs for each of the sites in this category, we 
find that the case studies provided by this edi-
tion of Europan are polarized between two 
extremes. Each extreme is characterized by a 
specific group of words:

“attract” “new residents” “leisure” “sports” 
“nature”. For some sites the question may be 
summed up in a more specific objective: how 
to “attract” people and businesses; in these site 
briefs, this is explicitly stated as the ultimate goal 
of the municipal strategy (Wittenberge, see pxx 
and Bitterfeld-Wolfen, see pxx in Germany, and 
also Kristinehamn in Sweden, see pxx), and the 
drive is for the sites to become to some degree 
specialised as hubs for “leisure” or “sports”, as 

a way to compete with other cities for a presum-
ably scarce target group of affluent “new resi-
dents”.

“local” “neighbourhood” “work” “metropolis” 
“life”. At the other extreme we find sites that 
are already experiencing a deluge of “metropo-
lisation”, where the challenge is to maintain or 
exploit “local” qualities and “neighbourhood 
life”, and therefore to avoid specialization on 
the wider scale (St Herblain in France, see pxx), 
Schiedam in the Netherlands, see pxx).

“improve” “image” “inhabitants”. In between 
the two extremes we find sites that make an exist-
ing population the core of the brief, but employed 
expressions like “face-lift” (Aalborg in Denmark, 
see pxx), “new city-facade image” (Don Benito in 
Spain, see pxx, “change the image of the centre” 
(Gjilan in Kosovo, see pxx) or “improve neigh-
bourhood image” (Marseille in France, see pxx, 
Budapest in Hungary, see pxx). The impetus is 
for an image transformation that will establish the 
framework for a competitive approach that will 
put their sites on the map and will bring better 
employment conditions and opportunities for the 
“local inhabitants”.

The competitors’ proposals are also polarized 
between the same extremes, but the gradient 
does not coincide. For instance, if we do a word 
count on the submission texts, putting the words 
“leisure”, “sports”, “nature”, “attract” into one 
group, and the words “work”, “local”, “inhabit-
ants”, “improve”, into the other group, we would 
expect successful proposals in Wittenberge 
(DE) (for instance) to rank high in the first group 
and low in the second.

Indeed, the winning proposal in Wittenberge, 
Re-hub Wittenberge does follow such pattern 
(the “leisure-attract-new-residents” group beat-
ing the “work-improve-local-neighbourhoods” 
by 5-2), so the project and the brief are well 
matched, but by contrast the runner-up, Take 
part in wITtenberge, which is a higher count on 
the second group of words (by 10-30), offer-
ing an alternative that challenges some of the 
assumptions of the brief and introduces a differ-
ent agenda. Interestingly, there are more words 
in the runner-up text than in the winner’s, as if to 
emphasize the difference in approach.

The abstract mathematics of word numbers 
reveals a sharp contrast, but it may be mislead-
ing. This exercise was conducted using the Eng-
lish version of each text, while the authors would 
of course have been thinking in their own differ-
ent national languages.
On the other hand, if we look at the nationalities 
of the successful teams (we took the nationality 
of the TR – team representative – for this pur-
pose), we find that the word “leisure” appears 
most frequently in the text by a Dutch team on a 
Dutch site, while the highest appearance of the 
word “work” comes from a Spanish team on a 
German site. This is a relevant observation in the 
context of a pan-European forum, but interpret-
ing it lies outside the scope of this text.

If we now look at the underlying structure of the 
proposals, we find a more homogeneous pic-
ture. The vast majority of the proposals in this 
group begin by defining a field, with a catalogue 
of options and a triggering narrative.

The fields are definitions of a limited fragment 
of territory with open potentials, which may be 
measured with a set of lines and punctuations 
that establish relationships and rhythms, while 
including the corresponding rules that will gov-
ern the actions of the as yet unknown future par-
ticipants in the game.
Many field definitions in this group are based on 
a standard notion of connectivity – circulation, 
distance and proportions – with only occasional 

Fields and narratives 
A linguistic approach

The runner-up in Kristinehamn (SE), The centre. 
The path. The field of action (fig.2), also uses a 
graphic tool that conveys the idea of a field. In 
this case the renders reproduce the perspec-
tive effects of a photo-stitched panorama, of 
the kind that certain smartphones can produce, 
while the texture is reminiscent of paintings 
by figurative but post-photographic artists like 
Edward Hopper. This choice conveys the idea 
of openness, with an undefined expanse in the 

concern for other infrastructural services. Both 
the local scale and the larger cluster of connec-
tions are represented in the field drawings, usu-
ally with reference to traffic (of different speeds, 
including pedestrians, public transport and 
private vehicles) and a perception of the urban 
landscape or the territory.

On the other hand, a number of teams try to 
imagine less conventional definitions of the 
field, looking for words that will evoke interesting 
nuances that are rarely found in the jargon of 
urban planning.
The forest, a space with a short perspective, 
blurred by the proliferation of branches and 
trunks, becomes an urban field for the winning 
team in Wittenberge (DE), Re-hub Wittenberge 
(fig.1); the drawings are evocative of oriental 
watercolours depicting landscapes of activity 
with rain-washed paths. Activities are housed 
in pavilions that do not seem firmly attached to 
the ground they stand on, in the same way as 
the people moving through the landscape do 
not seem to follow any specific grooves in the 
field. On the other hand, the site is reinterpreted 
through powerful imagery, with photographic 
renders that seem to freeze the flow of time, the 
motion of cyclists, runners, skiers and boats, 
captured in a moment of their journey across an 
infinitely calm expanse.

centre of the picture. Activities are concentrated 
to the left and to the right at the edges of the 
panorama; at the same time, the distortion of 
perspective aligns both extremities of the image 
with our own position as observers, bringing us 
forward to the middle of the field.
The winning team in Saint-Herblain (FR), Meta-
centre: the emergence of a garden territory 
(fig.3), announces the “emergence of a garden 
territory.” The expression has a little application 
in their project, which encompasses the whole 
spectrum of gardens: for production (vegetable 
garden), sharing (family or community gardens), 
spatial devices (suspended garden), recreation 
(children’s garden) or comfort (winter garden, 
acclimatizing garden); but beyond the literal, 
the expression defines a blurred, non-homo-
geneous territory, where expanses of land may 
be appropriated picnic style, with more or less 
temporary uses that may become denser and 
overflow into other patches in the field. Similarly, 
the runner-up team proposes an “urbanism of 
the eclectic and the temporary”, while the third 
selected proposal delineates a “punctuated ter-
ritory”, an abstract white paper where rhythm is 
provided by punctuation signs: commas, colons 
and full stops. 

1 - Wittenberge (DE), winner - Re-hub Wittenberge > see more P.XX 

2 - Kristinehamn (SE), runner-up - The centre. The path. The field of action > see more P.XX 

3 - Saint-Herblain (FR), winner - Metacentre: the emergence of a garden territory > see more P.XX 
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And even the different typologies “draw their 
inspiration from water in its different forms: 
flowing water, ice and steam.” The project also 
introduces metropolitan amenities such as the 
Nature Park. This use of water, which could be 
nothing more than a seductive pretext, is in fact 
conceived as a tool for reconnecting the health 
programmes and the more urban programmes 
introduced on the site, but also supporting 
urban connections with the park and the south-
ern district.

Playing on the rhythms between 
artificiality and nature

The Graz site in Austria (fig.21) is a marginal 
area characterised by its industry and isolated 
by the presence of the railway on its boundary. 
However, it is now completely surrounded by 
urban structures that include a new population 

with new ways of life and economic dynamics, 
but also new demands for urban quality in the 
surroundings. The municipality’s objective is to 
produce “a smart city”, but one whose design 
“involves the inhabitants with information and 
participation and a forum of interdisciplinary 
experts to coordinate and adjust future urban 
developments”.
The design of the winning team’s project, Poly-
rhythmic fields (fig.22), is based on the creation 
of a new landscape in the form of a chequer-
board, where each field takes on a different 
rhythm reflecting the way it is used by its inhabit-
ants. The neutrality of these “polyrhythmic fields” 
generates great flexibility of occupation and the 
squares can be occupied alternatively by sports 
fields, parks or playgrounds, with temporal vari-
ability and urban rhythms. 
At the urban scale, energy and environmental 
efficiency is introduced by rooftop gardens and 
greenhouses, local food production… Here, the 
artificiality of the chequerboard with its flexibility 
of uses is counterbalanced by the strong pres-
ence of nature, which provides the quality of 
both the public spaces and of the links between 
the surrounding neighbourhoods.

Starting an urban cycle by creating 
a productive landscape

Groningen in the Netherlands (fig.23), the big 
southern SuikerUnie post-industrial site, is seen 
as a strategic reserve to be developed over a 
period of some 20 years, but through bottom-
up initiatives, a testing ground for new ways of 
using industrial wastelands. Although dividing 
the site in half, Hoendiepkanaal Canal also rep-

resents significant potential based on water. And 
although the municipality ultimately intends to 
create a business park, it wants to begin now with 
a staged approach and temporary occupations.
The winning project, deliberately titled Prelude 
(fig.24), treats the site “as an open field where 
landscape and city meet”. It is seen as a strat-
egy for the first stage in a gradual spatial and 
social process which begins by linking the site 
to the urban fabric by a bridge and road, without 
creating other constructions. Given the uncer-
tainties regarding future changes to the place, 
the proposal is to transform the site into a pro-
ductive park by planting miscanthus, which can 
be harvested and reused as “green concrete” 
in the construction of the bridge. This approach 
can also constitute an experiment in strong citi-
zen involvement and therefore act as an attrac-
tor. The idea is to trigger “an adaptable form for 
a new urban use”.
Here, nature is employed as a way to enhance 
a territory on the urban fringe and activate it 
as an attractive park area linked to the city. By 
changing the image of the industrial location into 
a landscaped space around water, the project 
shows that with limited means it is possible both 
to trigger an urban operation and also to achieve 
resilience.

21 - Graz (AT)

22 - Graz (AT), runner-up - Polyrhythmic fields > see more px

24 - Groningen (NL), winner - Prelude > see more px

23 - Groningen (NL)
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Chris Younès
philosopher, anthropologist, teacher at the ENSAPLV and ESA schools of architecture in 

Paris and member of Europan’s Scientific Council. She is director of the Research labora-

tory Gerphau (www.gerphau.archi.fr)

Thinking about urban eco-rhythms means 
exploring and understanding the relations and 
interactions between the elements and living 
beings that constitute inhabited environments. 
As dynamics of interpenetration, interdepend-
ency and inter-engenderment, whether between 
climatic, tectonic, mechanical, chemical, 
biotic, economic or cultural factors, they relate 
to a whole and to parts, to singularities and a 
globality that encompasses and arises from 
interactive diversities. The challenge now is to 
understand and imagine other forms of transfor-
mation based on the resistances and resources 
of milieus, in other words alliances of different 
kinds that seek to capture, reveal, preserve, dis-
tribute, revitalise, by linking both physio-biolog-
ical factors and anthropological specificities. To 
anticipate how they thus coexist and co-evolve 
for the metamorphosis of urban milieus, is to 
conceive rhythms between natures and arte-
facts, ecosystems and anthropisation. Although 
the timeframes of nature and of “techne” are not 
the same, they are both modes of production 
whose principal is generation, as evidenced by 
their etymology. For the word “nature”, from the 
Latin “natura”, means constant regenesis, and 
the root of the word “technique” is the Indo-
European “tik”, which means “to engender”. 

Making nature and artifice 
coexist

The idea of the eco-adaptable city means envis-
aging fruitful new alliances between the rhythms 
of the city and of nature. Urban nature, nature 
in the city, eco-city, a proliferation of terms that 

reflect the desire for this encounter. The strong 
desire for nature in an urban world does not 
reflect the wish for a return to a previous world 
as a form of nostalgia or naivety, or a rejection of 
the city, but as an aspiration to fruitful symbioses. 
What we are seeing is a new politics of civilisa-
tion, explains Edgar Morin. The technicist vision 
is being overlaid by the quest for accords with 
a nature characterised by the power of transfor-
mation associated with life, but also by fragility. 

Arousing strong emotions, as well as ethical 
and aesthetic reassessments, it means water, 
earth, air, fire, fauna and flora, the rhythm of the 
seasons, of day and night, of the heart and of 
breath or of birth and death. Both wild and tame, 
it carries threat but also peace and regeneration. 
Many forms of hybridisation are now emerging at 
different scales – climatic, landscape, eco-archi-
tecture, reasoned density – with the aim of pre-
serving woodland and farmland, green streets 
and roofs, gardens and parks, of nurturing fertile 
soil and biodiversity, urban agriculture, recycling, 
the seasonal cycle, coexistences, all approaches 
to a new city-nature.
However, it is now crucial to the reconfigura-
tion of modern cities to examine the capac-
ity for resilience of milieus, the capacity to 
overcome trauma. In order to encourage the 
dynamics of revitalising alliances and to protect 

In quest of urban 
eco-rhythms

living together, but also to economic resources. 
It is these corhythms between nature and cul-
ture that constitute the challenge of regenera-
tive re-connections in urban milieus. To exploit 
them requires a radical change in the way terri-
tory is perceived, managed and invented. Three 
particularly significant forms of nature are pri-
marily deployed in the Europan 12 session with 
respect to architectural approaches that seek 
to capture, reveal, handle and balance the rela-
tions between nature and artifice:
- productive nature;
- nature as structure;
- reparatory nature.

against natural catastrophes, as well as catas-
trophes arising from human action, different 
forms of transaction between local and global 
are employed, such as setting the bounda-
ries and porosities needed between city and 
country, urban land and farmland, techne and 
physis. In the recreation of conditions suitable 
for inhabiting and cohabiting, the quality of air, 
water, wind, streams and rivers, of fertile land, 
the living world, biodiversity, phytoremediation, 
ecological corridors and desirable forms of 
decontamination, can only be attended to and 
measured in relation to the distinctive character 
of places, the diversity of cultures and ways of 

These approaches entail re-evaluations and 
interweavings between long and short time-
frames, permanence and instability, involving 
new kinds of programmes and rhythms that 
redefine the engagements between near and 
far, the micro and the macro.

Productive nature

Treating agriculture as the matrix of the urban 
lends vigour to the concept of the urbano-rural 
or the rurban. The Fosses site in France (see 
p.xx), in the heart of the rural village, is an urban 
fringe on the edge of natural and agricultural 
land. The importance of stabilising the bound-
ary between town and farmland and to reverse 
the process of urban sprawl, in which fields are 
no more than an implicit land reserve for urban 
growth, which takes precedence, is at the centre 
of the concerns of the winning teams.
With their project The Amateur… makes what 
is unpredictable possible… (fig.1), the winning 
team increases village density to protect the 
agricultural landscape and employs scenarios 
for connecting actors: an immaterial dimension 
is stressed in order to stop the momentum of 
material consumption. On the same site, the 
runner-up team with Crossings-over (fig.2) also 
chooses to create a rurban landscape of small-

1 - Fosses (FR), winner - The amateur… makes what is unpredictable possible… > see more P.XX

2 - Fosses (FR), runner-up - Crossings-over > see more P.XX

4 - Höganäs (SE), runner-up - Urbedible > see more P.XX

3 - Höganäs (SE), winner - TwinPhenomena > see more P.XX
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The socialisation of networks

The issue here is not social networks, but a 
mode of action derived directly from sociology, 
which seeks to create a link between people 
and networks. The issue now is no longer one 
of integrating infrastructure into its spatial or 
landscape context, but into its social context. 
There is nothing new about returning infrastruc-
ture to the people. It was a move advocated by 
Jane Jacobs as far back as the 1960s. 3 What is 
innovative in the project is the appropriation of 
supra-local networks by the introduction of new 
types of local network.

One of the special mention projects here in Bar-
celona, Right to infrastructure (fig. 13), the title 
of which is directly linked to the book by Henri 
Lefebvre, deals with this socialisation in its broa-
dest sense.
Firstly, the project proposes to incorporate the 
local scale infrastructure into a regional scale 
infrastructure project. Secondly, it also proposes 
a temporary alternative to the housing develop-
ment requested in the brief, by reusing vacant 
buildings already present in the city.
The “macro” objectives of the Sagrera strategic 
plan (implementation of a masterplan around 
the new high-speed rail network and its station) 
are incorporated into a process in which citi-
zens become active participants, contributing 
to the project and benefiting from its outcomes. 
The local projects create synergies between 
local networks (water, gas, electricity, waste) 
and local socio-economic actors, for example 
through the creation of waste recycling sche-

The rhythm of network production is compared 
with the existing rhythm of the city. What emerges 
is different rhythms, including that of a society 
affected by crisis, which can no longer imple-
ment fast growth projects, but needs to develop 
its strategies in several phases. In this as in other 
projects, we also discover that we have moved on 
from the drive to speed developed by modernity, 
to a different rhythm associated with the creation 
of networks designed for slow and environmen-
tally sensitive transport methods. The goal is no 
longer just to link cities, communities or territories 
quickly and efficiently, but also to consider the 
quality of those links. Links become flexible to 
achieve these sustainable continuities. The new 
networks are mostly malleable and slow, desig-
ned for pedestrians or cyclists.
Whereas ecology and infrastructure are often 
perceived as opponents, slow practices offer 
a way of reconciling these two milieus: green 
link, Rambles verde, green strip or Vias verdes. 
Finally, slowness is not only reflected in the use 
of networks, but also in their spatial design. The 
goal is no longer to produce a single, integral, 
ready-made concept, but more to develop a 
slowly evolving vision that is introduced gently, 
whether in the sphere of landscape, space or 
social relations.

mes. These small-scale networks become part 
of larger future projects. The local network proj
ect becomes a way of giving citizens right of 
access to physical and social networks. In this 
project, the strategic Sagrera plan is thus enri-
ched by local initiatives that give visibility to diffe-
rent processes such as recycling and education, 
in order to anchor the local project in the social 
context of a wider plan. 

Slow structure
These different modes of action, and more par-
ticularly the mode of action developed on the 
Barcelona site in Spain (which is no accident, 
because the city is in the midst of major econo-
mic change), make very clear reference to the 
idea of slowness. The socialisation of networks in 
this project is an allusion to the notion of rhythm. 4 

We might conclude that networks establish the 
structure of a territory that has slowed down, or 
alternatively and more often that they govern the 
slow structuring of territory.

1 Meyer, H, Josselin de Jong, F, Hoekstra, M, Het ontwerp van de 
openbare ruimte, SUN Amsterdam 2006
2 Lash, S., Another Modernity, a Different Rationality, Blackwell, 

Oxford, 1999
3 Jacobs, J, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, univer-

sity of Michigan, 1961
4 Lefebvre, H, Le droit à la ville, Anthropos, Paris, 1968

12 - Barcelona (ES)

12 - Barcelona (ES)

13 - Barcelona (ES), special mention - Right to infrastructure > see more P.XX 

11 - Barcelona (ES), winner - Rambles verdes > see more P.XX 
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Dynamic urban platforms
Revitalising currently unattractive public spaces needs considera-
tion on a broader scale than the immediate site environment. Even if 
these spaces are sometimes small in scale, they are strategic levers 
for activation on an urban level. Their impact in terms of identity 
and image often exceeds their physical limits and calls for a wider 
transformation of the existing fabric. Blind spots that have never had 
adequate use, or places whose initial functions are now obsolete 
or out of sync with the requirements of the inhabitants, can serve 
as platforms for activation and appropriation to mobilise the local 
population or a broader public. The development or redevelopment 
of these areas can be approached in many ways: in the form of 
refreshment by multifunctional spaces, with temporary or extend-
able structures acting as acupunctures, or as a trial balloon to put a 
site on the map, initiate private co-financing or investment and find 
new rhythms of intensity.

AALBORG (DK) 	 xx

BITTERFELD-WOLFEN (DE) 	 xx

BUDAPEST (HU) 	 xx

DON BENITO (ES) 	 xx

GJILAN (KO) 	 xx

KRISTINEHAMN (SE) 	 xx

MARSEILLE PLAN D’AOU (FR)  	 xx

SAINT-HERBLAIN (FR) 	 xx

SCHIEDAM (NL) 	 xx

WITTENBERGE (DE) 	 xx

WINNING PROJECTS
TOPIC 1
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Presentation of the site within the context of the city development 
and in terms of strategy
The post-industrial area of Hamang in northern Sandvika, the urban centre 
of Bærum municipality, is about to undergo a fundamental transformation. 
The E16 highway, which currently splits the area, will be rerouted into a new 
tunnel, opening up this central part of the city for new uses. Competitors 
were asked to propose a strategy for the development of a carbon neutral 
area in one of the Oslo region’s most central nodes. The brief was to pro-
vide a concept for the programme, landscape and built volume that gives 
the site a new identity. The River Sandvika runs through the site, providing a 
rich biodiversity. The city wants a plan that demonstrates how the river can 
be integrated into the urban fabric and utilised more actively, while protect-
ing the local ecosystem. The competition seeks a strategy for the use of 
the waterway, including plans for infrastructure as well as new programmes 
for the river and riverbed.  Climate change imposes restrictions on flood 
risk areas. An important part of the task is to find suitable programmes and 
infrastructure that can adapt to various water levels. 

How can the site be integrated in the issue of the adaptable city and 
how do you consider this issue?
The municipality wanted to use the competition to explore the site and 
city’s capacity for growth. At the same time, demographic and program-
matic factors are essential. Who can live here? What can people do here? 
It is important that the site reflects a regional context, but at the same time 
develops a local identity, complementing the other areas in Sandvika. 
The site is part of the Futurebuilt programme for carbon neutral urban devel-
opment and competitors are encouraged to show how the objective of cli-
mate neutrality can be met.

At the time of sustainable development coupled to an economic 
crisis, have you already defined a specific strategy for the urban 
development of the site?
The Hamang site is not affected by economic crisis, quite the contrary. 
The Hamang site’s main challenges can be summed up in the follow-
ing key points: the ability to absorb growth, adaptability to Sandvika and 
the greater Oslo Region, how the flood restricted riverscape can be pro-
grammed, reuse of former industrial buildings, and finally how to introduce 
smaller, temporary projects on site, adapting over time. The jury picked a 
winner and a runner-up that complement each other very well, one focus-
ing on landscape, the other on architecture. The municipality, the land-
scape architects and architects are now (February 2014) negotiating a 
contract that will regulate the work on a zoning plan for the site as well as 
an activity plan for the riverbed.

LOCATION Bærum - Hamang, 

Sandvika

POPULATION Bærum 

116,000 inhab.

STRATEGIC SITE 164 ha

SITE OF PROJECT 25 ha

SITE PROPOSED BY 

city of Bærum 

OWNER(S) OF THE SITE 

various private owners

Bærum
Norge (NO)

interview 
Europan Norge222 223



Social riverscape
Team point of view As a strong structuring component, the River Sandvika 
forms the base for the new development. Social programs are placed along 
the river to create natural destinations in the area, making the river an active 
part of the city. The built fabric and nature together establish a new social 
riverscape. The buildings live with the river, adjusting to reflect its character, 
creating a new way of living with the river.
Social riverscape is a structure that grows around the community of Sandvika. 
Different programs are placed strategically along the river, generating differ-
ent kinds of rhythm. These social rooms provide the opportunity for multiple 
encounters, linking local and regional through different neighbourhood fea-
tures, jobs and housing.

Jury point of view The proposal has an analytical and intellectual 
approach that is of great interest. It shows how efficient new public trans-
port increases the needs of communities on the site and how they could be 
created. The river space and the river itself are the base for the proposed 
new development. The keywords are rhythm, nature, urban development. 
The rhythms of people, built spaces and nature are very well described and 
can also be seen in the proposed structure.

Bærum (NO)

winner

Hanna Haukøya Storemyr (NO)

Sigrid Urnes (NO)

landscape architects

hauk.storemyr@gmail.com

sigridurnes@gmail.com

Examples of design principles for the various riverspaces

Riverspaces

  Beveled edge

  Open riverspace
  High banks

  Dynamic riverscape
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Elasti-city
Team point of view The main goal in this project is to bind together a rich 
but complex milieu: the different city districts, topography and nature, history 
and expanded timeframes…
ELASTIC AXIS is a fluctuating spine linking Hamang with the city of Sandvika 
and the fjord. Two interconnected rings, integrating public transport, a mixture 
of programs and public spaces, bind Hamang to East and West Sandvika.
ELASTIC RIVERBEDS is the design strategy for managing the fluctuations 
in water levels and improving flood protection. Terraced sequences of flex-
ible and permeable spaces enhance retention capacity along the water-
course, the adaptability to changing conditions. The older buildings on the 
site accommodate new uses and the new mixed scale blocks permit future 
adaptation to density and programmes.

Jury point of view Elasti-city deals with the area’s need for density by 
proposing a building typology that resolves both collective and individual 
programmes. Kjørbotangen is retained as a natural and recreational area 
without built structures. Programmatically, the project distributes mixed 
uses throughout the big semi-closed blocks, deploying a well-developed 
overall section that relates the river banks to the interior of the blocks. 
This provides a public solution for both the river edges and the collective 
interior spaces.

The axis with urban and natural intensity, brings together Hamang with Sandvika

Landscape and buildings are adapted to a changing water level

Interconnected blocks with fluctuating paths that constantly adapt the shape to the 
varying conditions

The ELASTIC AXIS linking Hamang with the city of Sandvika / 1, 2 & 3 Articulation points of the 
axis with local importance

The river Sandvika has a great recreational value

Hamang riparian zone
Team point of view The essential theme of this proposal is to let the river 
act naturally. Processes of sedimentation and erosion, flooding and water 
course alterations are given priority; the river is the governing factor in the 
urban design. A semi-wilderness will develop spontaneously, a space for 
exploration, education and recreation. The proposal is concerned with the 
idea of rhythms: natural, social and spatial. The temporal aspect of the 
site’s uses and the seasonal cycles form the program structure. Adapt-
ability is key: each place within the site can be used differently at different 
times through the idea of time-based programming. Interaction between 
the different populations on the site is encouraged by a large dining table 
used by elderly residents, school students and workers.

Jury point of view The project situates the development of the site within 
the topographical and ecological context of the Sandviks River and its 
hydrological dynamics. The proposal not only addresses seasonal flood-
ing but also the meandering that occurs naturally over time with unchan-
nelled watercourses. It seeks to accommodate these future changes by 
giving space to the river, on the principle that it is this riparian system 
– including the specific and diverse flora and fauna that develop over time 
– which defines the character of the site.

Moxon Architects, 65 Alfred 

Road

W2 5EU London, United Kingdom

T. +44 2070340088

info@moxonarchitects.com

www.moxonarchitects.com

Ben Addy (UK)

Pauline Marcombe (FR)

architects

Tim Murray (UK)

Adam Holicska (HU)

architects

Ness Lafoy (UK)

student in architecture

Bærum (NO)

runner-up

Bærum (NO)

Special mention

Worksonland, Grini Mølle 

Grinidammen 10

1359 Eiksmarka, Norway

T. +47 99866734

elisabeth.sjodahl@gmail.com

www.worksonland.com

Elisabeth Sjodahl (SE)

architect - landscape 

architect 

Alejandro Navarrete (ES) 

architect

Plan

Sandvika: A Dynamic River

Examples of 
Program Rotation

Narrative Section River Sections / Valley - Site - City Centre
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Networked territories
Some sites have expanded urban potential because of their con-
nection with a larger entity. This entity might have a concrete physi-
cality, such as a mobility infrastructure, or might be a virtual network 
of relationships between a number of urban nodes. Although the 
communities inhabiting or utilising these sites may be small and 
apparently isolated, the connection with the network opens up pos-
sibilities for a richer urban life, for a new mix of different programmes 
and a more complex urbanity.
How can we prepare these territories to endure the different sce-
narios that might emerge on the other elements of the network or in 
the network itself? Should they be arranged in a way that makes it 
possible for them to adopt different roles within the network? How 
can they adapt to the possibility of major changes to the network, 
even its disappearance, through the definition of their own urban 
and architectural characteristics?

ALMADA - PORTO BRANDÃO (PT) 	 xx

ÅS (NO) 	 xx

BARCELONA (ES) 	 xx

CINEY (BE) 	 xx

KALMAR (SE) 	 xx

MANNHEIM (DE) 	 xx

MÜNCHEN (DE)  	 xx

PARIS (FR) 	 xx

VENEZIA (IT)	 xx

WINNING PROJECTS
TOPIC 6
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LOCATION Almada – Porto 

Brandão

POPULATION city 174,000 inhab. 

conurbation 2,822,000 inhab.

STRATEGIC SITE 117 ha

SITE OF PROJECT 8 ha

SITE PROPOSED BY 

city of Almada

OWNER(S) OF THE SITE 

several (public and private)

Almada - Porto Brandão
Portugal (PT)

Presentation of the site within the context of the city development and 
in terms of strategy
Almada’s privileged geographical position, natural wealth and high envi-
ronmental quality, resulting from its location in the Tagus estuary and on the 
Atlantic waterfront, give the town close links with the water and great com-
petitiveness in tourism, recreation and leisure in the regional and national 
context, with the potential to generate new dynamics.
Porto Brandão is a unique location, a key site in its proximity to the Lisbon 
Metropolitan Area’s second largest university campus, the municipality’s 
Research and Development (R&D) hub under the Almada-Monte de 
Caparica Municipal Master Plan, and also in its direct connection to one of 
the Lisbon Metropolitan Area’s largest centres of tourist attraction – Belém.  
For the site area, the strategy encompasses the regeneration of the 
riverfront’s existing industry, by defining an axis of tourist activities, 
recreation and leisure, and the expansion and consolidation of the 
university campus with strong connection to R&D activities.

How can the site be integrated in the issue of the adaptable city and 
how do you consider this issue?
There is a clear dichotomy between the description of what Porto Brandão 
is today and previous reports on this same site. 
Historically, it played an important role in connecting banks; today, how-
ever, this has been lost, though it is still geographically central and part 
of a primary urban infrastructure network. We believe that this reality can 
be transformed by identifying suitable programmes that will attract young 
people seeking new or different ways of living and working, and form an 
urban community open to the world, based on recovered and valued tradi-
tions. The challenge is not to make Porto Brandão adaptable, but to create 
conditions for the community itself to be the agent of transformation and the 
territory to become a dynamic and adaptable foundation for such a process.

At the time of sustainable development coupled to an economic cri-
sis, have you already defined a specific strategy for the urban devel-
opment of the site?
Since this is a very complex territory, there can be no single, specific solution, 
but rather a set of initiatives, connected in time and space, which seek to 
create the conditions for the development of Porto Brandão. Exploiting the 
natural resources of the area, investing in traditional fishing and wine produc-
tion activities, recovering in gastronomic reputation, revealing the historical 
and cultural legacy associated with the processes of urban regeneration, as 
have been successfully tested (eg. Cacilhas) are potential ways to generate 
value and social and economic dynamics. The articulation with the Lisbon 
Port Administration for the rehabilitation of the riverfront and the regeneration 
of the dormant port activities, with public transport operators to reinforce the 
network, with the University as a privileged interlocutor in the field of Research 
and Development, with owners / developers and the community, are further 
key elements of Porto Brandão’s urban development process.

interview 
of the site’s representative

Maria Amélia Pardal, Councilwoman for Planning, 

Territory Administration and Contemporary Art324 325



Porto novo
Team point of view Porto Brandão, situated in the Almada suburbs, con-
stitutes a potential “urban catalyst” because of its territorial and landscape 
peculiarities.
The project aims to give Porto Brandão the role of a new centrality on the 
Lisbon “outro lado”, in order to promote the transformation of the meta-
bolic city and revitalize its socio-economic and cultural scene. In particular, 
certain project aims like the waterfront development and the new harbour, 
the revitalization of the area’s economy through the re-introduction of wine 
production around the Lazareto, and the introduction of a public transport 
line, will help to create a sense of “place”, in response to the specific needs 
of different generations in terms of “space” and “program facilities”, while 
enhancing their active role in city life.

Jury point of view By betting on a low-density solution and using the 
landscape as a working tool, remodelling, reusing and reinforcing its val-
ues, this project achieves change through a diversified strategy that opens 
up a range of adaptability options. The methods used to transform the 
landscape – cultivating vines, work on the riverfront, a new geometry and 
a strong image for the new “port” – reveal a capacity for reactivation and 
promote a “renewed” identity.

Almada - Porto Brandão (PT)

winner

Via Francesco Dell’Anno 10

00136 Roma, Italy

T. +39 3343433581

forsv.arch@gmail.com

Simona Fazio (IT)

Emanuela Ortolani (IT)

Michela Romano (IT)

Federica Spinaci (IT)

David Vecchi (IT)

architects

Strategic site

Valpollicella, Soave Castle Eraclea Minoa, Greek theatre

Porto Brandao, Lazareto area, 2025 Porto Brandao, silos area - amphitheatre, 2025 Section

Axonometric view of project site

Porto Brandao, “Porto Novo”, 2025

Roman coin, Trajan’s harbour
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Punctuation
Team point of view Inspired by the distinctive topography of the south 
bank of the Tagus, the project firmly orchestrates a number of contrasting 
functions. Each activity is laid out not so much on a surface as within a 
thickness, free to extend across the territory as it requires, and possibly to 
cross the river towards Lisbon. In Porto Brandão, the heart of the opera-
tion, several axes of differing thickness are remodelled. Their encounter 
creates focal points for the introduction of public spaces, whose concep-
tion is based on the principles of relation to the earth and sky. Each one 
of these “events” is mounted in different phases, with time gaps that allow 
real uses and practices to be expressed and to influence the form these 
punctuations take.

Jury point of view The project, with its clear and novel strategic solu-
tion of removal or reconstruction and further recovery of the pre-existing 
matrix, reveals the potential and feasibility of the approach to adaptability. 
It demonstrates sensitivity in detailing the various programmes for uses, 
particularly in its relationship with topography and pre-existing urban fabric 
and it communicates different “environments” with great care and detail.

Rua Gonçalves Correia, 45, 

Albarraque

2635-037 Rio de Mouro, Portugal

T. +351 916080894 / +55 11954832292 

andrerodcosta@gmail.com

André Costa (PT)

Marta Pavão (PT)

architects

Guilherme de Bivar (PT)

Rafael Costa (IT)

architects - urban planners

Martin Benavidez (AR)

architect

Almada - Porto Brandão (PT)

runner-up

Almada - Porto Brandão (PT)

Special mention

71 bd Barbes 

75018 Paris, France

T. +33 672020750

fanny.costecalde@gmail.com

www.fbg-ponctuation.com

Fanny Costecalde (FR)

Guillaume Wittmann (FR)

Benjamin Froger (FR)

architects

Housing

Reuse of industrial infrastructure

Waterfront

Masterplan

Waterfront and housing plans
1. Porto Brandão’s new main square / 2. Market – requalification of existing building / 3. Shading 
structure / 4. Market extension / 5. Proposed waterfront / 6. Bicycle path / 7. Galleries – retail/ 
boats box / 8. Museum / 9. Vertical connection to Lazareto / 10. Bar / 11. New platforms / 12. Col-
lective studios – requalification of the old canned factory / 13. River terminal / 14. Proposed 
jetties / 15. Marina / 16. Housing – typology T3 / 17. Housing | Mixed typology T1 e T3 / 18. School / 
19. Equipments / 20. Public garden / 21. New access / 22. Pedestrian path

Timeline
Team point of view Various events have affected Porto Brandão, a place 
today forgotten by time, but possessing a distinctiveness that makes it 
unique in the context of Tejo estuary. Marked by interventions that radically 
altered the local topography, the waterfront between Trafaria and Almada is 
atypical and inaccessible. The oil industry’s occupation of the area has led 
to segregation and discontinuity. The legacy serves as a starting point for a 
recovery strategy, by reordering mobility and improving activities that were 
once the engine of the local economy. The reintegration of the site into the 
socio-economic context of Almada will generate polarities capable of pro-
moting the development of the whole south bank of the Tejo River. Proposed 
“lines” will restore lost cohesion and regenerate the entire region, unifying 
different timescales.

Jury point of view The proposal very effectively tackles the formalization of 
various brief programmes, with a particular focus on the low altimetry installa-
tions. The urban design solution, with the proposed plaza and the functional 
reuse of industrial infrastructure, is effective in establishing separate connec-
tions to areas of high-intensity occupation. The various solutions are clearly 
represented and communicated, making their feasibility clear. Adaptability is 
achieved through a phased implementation of the design.
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Index
Europan 12, is:
51 sites
16 countries
14 national juries

170 winning teams:
43 winners
63 runners-up
64 special mentions
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JURIES

Urban/architectural order

Martine RIDIAUX (BE), Architect, Direction of 
operational planning of Wallonia
Benoit DISPA (BE), Mayor of the town of Gembloux

Urban/architectural design

Alain CASARI (FR), Architect, urban planner, 
Nancy-Metz-Paris
Alberto MOTTOLA (IT), Architect, DEMOGO, winner 
Europan 10, Treviso
Luc HERZE (BE)‚ Ing-architect, President of ARALg, 
Europan 1 Winner, Liège
Jean-Michel DEGRAEVE (BE), Architect, Habitat-Concept, 
Europan Belgique V-P

Public figure

Jan KETELAER (BE), Architect, former President of 
National council of Order and of Royal Federation of 
Architect of Belgium 

Urban/architectural order

Ulrik WINGE (DK), Civil Engineer and Master of 
Public Administration, Head of City and Enviroment 
Departement in the Municipality of Frederiksberg
Stephen WILLACY (DK/UK), Architect, City Architect 
of the municipality of Aarhus

Urban/architectural design

Jan CHRISTIANSEN (DK), Architect, Associate
 Professor and Researcher, The Royal School of 
Architecture, Copenhagen and project consultant 
at the state-owned company Freja Ejendomme
Ole SCHRØDER (DK), Architect, partner in the 
architectural firm Tredje Natur and winner of 
Europan 11 
Freek PERSYN (BE), Architect, partner in 
the architectural firm 51N4E
Anders MELSOM (NO), Architect, owner of 
the architectural firm Melsom Arkitektur

Public figure

Morten STRAEDE (DK), Sculptor 

Urban/architectural order

Karin SANDECK (DE), Architect, Bavarian State Ministry 
of the Interior Munich

Urban/architectural design

Hilde LéON (DE), Architect, LéonWohlhageWernik, 
Professor for architectural design at Leibniz 
University Hannover, Berlin
Klaus OVERMEYER (DE), Landscape Architect, owner 
of the firm urban catalyst, Professor for Landscape 
Architecture at BU Wuppertal, Berlin
Florian FISCHER (DE), Architect, Professor for 
architectural design at Ohm-Hochschule Nürnberg, 
Munich
Julio DE LA FUENTE (ES), Architect, partner of the 
architectural firm gutiérrez-delafuente arquitectos, 
Europan 9 winner in Selb, Madrid
Rolo FÜTTERER (DE), Architect, Kaiserslautern

Public figure

Kristiaan BORRET (BE), Architect, Urban Planner, 
Bouwmeester of Antwerp and Professor urban design 
at Ghent University, Ghent

Representative europan Polska

One representative of Europan Polska joins 
the German jury to evaluate the projects submitted 
on the Polish site: Jakub SZCZESNY (PL), Architect, 
Warszawa

Belgique/België/Belgien DANMARK DEUTSCHLAND – POLSKA (ASSOCIated)

Urban/architectural order

Sebastià JORNET (ES), Architect, urban planner, 
Barcelona
Victoria ACEBO (ES), Architect, Madrid

Urban/architectural design

Joao Luis CARRILHO DA GRAÇA (PT), Architect, Lisboa
Víctor NAVARRO (ES), Architect, Madrid
Christophe HUTIN (FR), Architect, Bordeaux
Clara MURADO (ES), Architect, former winner EUROPAN, 
Madrid

Public figure

Fredy MASSAD (ES/ARG), Architect, journalist

Urban/architectural order

Jean-Marc OFFNER (FR), Director of Agence 
d’Urbanisme Bordeaux Métropole Aquitaine, a’urba
Serge CONTAT (FR), General Director of RIVP 
(Régie Immobilière Ville de Paris)

Urban/architectural design

Tania CONCKO (NL), Architect and urban designer, 
Amsterdam
Brigitte MÉTRA (FR), Architect, METRA&ASSOCIATES, Paris
João NUNES (PT), Landscaper, PROAP, Lisbon
Pascal ROLLET (FR), Architect, Lipsky&Rollet 
Architects, Paris

Public figure

Bertrand-Pierre GALEY (FR), Architecture Director, 
Ministry of culture and communication, president 
of the jury
  

Substitutes

Nicolas REYMOND (FR), Architect & urban designer, 
atelier Nicolas Reymond, Paris
Marion VACONSIN (FR), Architect, landscaper, 
Bouriette&Vaconsin architecture urbanism landscape 
design society, Bordeaux

Urban/architectural order

Patrizia GABELLINI (IT), Architect, professor, urban 
councillor at Municipality of Bologna, Bologna

Urban/architectural design

Rodolphe LUSCHER (CH), Architect, president 
of Europan Suisse, Lausanne
Alfonso PORRELLO (IT), Architect, professor at the 
University of Palermo - Industrial Design Department, 
former president of Europan Italia, Palermo
Franco PURINI (IT), Architect, essayst and professor, 
Roma
Juan Manuel PALERM SALAZAR (ES), Landscape 
architect,  professor of architectural design 
at the School of Architecture of Las Palmas,  
Santa Cruz di Tenerife
Lapo RUFFI (IT), Architect, Europan 10 winner in 
Montreux, Pistoia
Valeria SASSANELLI (IT), Architect, runner up Europan 6 
in Frascati, Roma
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Europan Belgique/België/Belgien

143, rue de Campine
4000 Liège
t. +32 42266940, f. +32 42264735
secretariat@europan.be
www.europan.be

Europan Danmark

Danish Architecture Centre (DAC)
Strandgade 27B
1401 København KV 
t. +45 32571930
europan@dac.dk
www.dac.dk/europan

Europan Deutschland

Lützowstrasse 102-104
10785 Berlin
t. +49 302620112, f. +49 302615684
mail@europan.de
www.europan.de

Europan España

Paseo de la Castellana, 12
28046 Madrid
t. +34 915757401 / +34 914352200
f. +34 915757508
europan.esp@arquinex.es
www.europan-esp.es 

Europan France

GIP-AIGP – Palais de Tokyo
13 av. du Président Wilson
75116 Paris
t. +33 176210482
contact@europanfrance.org
www.europanfrance.org

Europan Italia

Casa dell’Architettura, Acquario Romano,
Piazza Manfredo Fanti, 47
00185 Roma
t. +39 0666482521, f. +39 0681100358
info@europan-italia.com
www.europan-italia.org / www.europan-italia.com 

Europan Kosovo 
(Associated with Österreich)

UÇK 50/1
10000 Prishtine
t. +377 44173454 / +381 38246056
contact@europan-kosovo.org
www.europan-kosovo.org

Europan Magyarország 
(Associated with Österreich)

Hungarian Society for Urban Planning
Liliom utca 48
1094 Budapest
t. +36 12155794, f. +36 12155162
mut@mut.hu
www.europan-hungary.hu

Europan Nederland

Museumpark 25
P.O. Box 2182
3015 CD Rotterdam
t. +31 104401238
office@europan.nl
www.europan.nl 

Europan Norge

C/0 0047, Schweigaardsgate 34 D
0191 Oslo
t. +47 24201147, f. +47 21563978
post@europan.no
www.europan.no

Europan Österreich

Haus der Architektur, Palais Thinnfeld
Mariahilferstrasse 2
8020 Graz
t. +43 1212768031, f. +43 1212768099
office@europan.at
www.europan.at

Europan Polska 
(Associated with Deutschland)

Palac Kultury i Nauki
Plac Defilad 1
00-901 Warszawa
t. +48 226566501, f. +48 226566488
europan@europan.com.pl
www.europan.com.pl

Europan Portugal

Travessa do Carvalho 23
1200-097 Lisboa
t. +351 213241130, f. +351 213472397
europan@europanportugal.pt
www.europanportugal.pt

Europan Schweiz/Suisse/Svizzera/
Svizra

p/a Luscher – Boulevard de Grancy 37
1006 Lausanne
t. +41 216166393, f. +41 216166368
contact@europan.ch / contact@europan-suisse.ch
www.europan-suisse.ch 

Europan Suomi - Finland

SAFA, Runeberginkatu 5
00100 Helsinki
t. +358 451393665
europan@europan.fi
www.europan.fi

Europan Sverige

Första Långgatan 12B
413 03 Göteborg
t. +46 31604161
info@europan.se
www.europan.se

Europan Europe

Grande Arche de la Défense - Pilier Sud
92055 Paris-La Défense cedex, France
t. +33 140812447
contact@europan-europe.eu
www.europan-europe.eu

Europan 
secretariats
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