
Garden

Owner

. new 
surfaces

Owner

Owner

Public

Urban space

. new public 
space

. vertical 
production

Global Local Family

Upgrade of urban space

The  existing urban space is a fragmented panorama, of 
different shaped and colored buildings. The new skin 
give the possibility to achieve a new urban form sim-
ply adding a new layer in front of the existing build-
ings. Behind this  new Skin a modular new landscape 
wil rise , made of new and old buildings that live and 
work togheter.

Space densification

Between the lines proposes to densify the first row 
of lots. The first step of the project is the construction 
of the skin, right behind this line the Urban farm can 
be built. The immediate response to the densification 
theme are the seeds.
Seeds can be built with a facilitated burocratic process 
and at a lower cost thanks to the collaboration between 
the municipality and the local producers- and they can 
be easily integrated in he new modular buildings.

Programmatic concept

Skin

The guidelines for the project provide three major 
tools to activate the new vision of Kärntner strasse: 
Skin, Urban farm and seed.

The Skin provides a new facade to the existing build-
ings and integrates green boulevard, lighting and bill-
boards.

The Body is the first part to be built in a process of 
negotiation with the owner that can choose between 
taking money from expropriation or  have the munici-
pality to built the naked structure of the Body - propor-
tionally to the value of the expropriate land. 

Seeds are simple tools to generate new energy be-
tween the existing buildings and to turn backs into 
fronts. The seeds can be also placed in the second row 
of buildings in order to create a new pedestrian street 
that brings new life into the housing neighborood.

It’s impossible to think that a city or a part of it can be 
designed from above.
Between the lines is Not a finished, forced and abso-
lute project but a project with few elements that can be 
adapted to the needs of the places, that can grow over 
time, responding to the changing needs of the city and 
its inhabitants, supported by an effective economic 
program.

Density, unity and modularity are the three main rules 
that regulate the project.
Few Rules regulate the new construction process, 
mainly regulating the structural concept, in order to 
create a unitary vision but giving free of choices to the 
citizens
The  existing urban space is a fragmented panorama, 
of different shaped and colored buildings.

Between the lines proposes a modular wood system 
that’s adaptable to the choices of the different owenrs.
Despite the structural modularity, the facade system 
it’s a free choice of the owners, in this way  we can cre-
ate a regulated space with a lo of diversity. 

Think a project with an horizon of time of one hun-
dred year it’s irrealistic.
Between the line it’s a resilient project and can well 
respond to a huge amount of different scenarios.
In the perfect scenario the owners and the external in-
vestors cooperate with the municipality in a virtuous 
circle in order to create a local - global productive city.

If the global economy should fall apart a Green vi-
sion for the street it’s also possible, the urban farms 
could became vertical farms, the seeds greenhouses 
and fresh vegetable markets, the street still live and 
became a Green lung.
If no global investors should come to Graz a 
local - local scheme would come to life. 

No globalization will not be a 100% bad vision. 
The urban farms could become strartup factory and 
cooperate with the secondary row of lots in order to 
create a win win situation.
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The perfect scenario hap-
pend when the owners and 
the external investor cooper-
ate with the municipality in 
a virtuous circle in order to 
create a local - global 
productive city.

If the global economy fall 
apart a Green vision for the 
street it’s also possible, the 
urban farms became vertical 
farms, the seeds became 
greenhouses and fresh 
vegetable markets, the street 
still live and became a Green 
lung.

Think a project with an 
orizon of time of one hun-
dred year it’s irrealistic.
Between the line it’s a resil-
ient project and can well 
respond to a huge amount of 
different scenarios. If no global investors came to 

Graz a local - local scheme 
come to life, no globalization 
it’s not a 100% bad vision, the 
urban farms can became 
strartup factory and cooper-
ate with the secondary row 
of lots in order to create a 
win win situation.

A green lung
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If the car power will rise 
Kartnerstrasse can became 
Car tnersrsasse, freeing the 
center of the city from the 
car and becaming a produc-
tive spine of parkings and 
car related activities.

Kartnerstrasse can became 
a brand, the word will 
spread and the productivity 
of the new street will rise in 
an exponential way
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A resilient project

Strengthen local economies

The new front gives a new Global identity to 
Kärntner strasse, but how this meets the need to rein-
force local economies?
The seeds and the new parallel road born with a lo-
cal profile to strengthen the local and personal activi-
ties and to work in cooperation with the global front. 
Local activities, but also resident families can make 
profit from the new system. A local network of activi-
ties will grow and  work with the new global front.

Turning back into front
Upgrade transversal relation

All the new constructions have to leave at least 40% of 
the ground floor free for the public.
This regulation gives an extreme permeability to the 
new vision of Kärntner strasse.
A step by step process creates more attraction point in 
the rear part of the lots. The seeds will help this pro-
cess by creating a secondary network of activities and 
energies between the back of the existing buildings 
and the second row of the houses.

Vertical Hybrids

The  urban  farms  are  supposed  to  let  the  ground  
floor free in order to give more permeability to the city. 
The height is at least of two floors, the ground floor 
free in order to create a continuos space and the first 
floor is public.
The other floors can give life to a new panorama of 
relation between owners and new startup, local and 
global activities all mixed with one each other to cre-
ate a new vertical hybrid.

Mobility

Few rules regulate the mobility aspect of the project, 
these rules are designed in order to create a continuos 
pedestrian space and to give more importance and 
space to the public transportation.
The rules for the mobility are:
- NO access from Kärntner strasse;
- public mobility and soft mobility come first;
- delivery and parking managed from existing road 
and rear front;

- gives a new order and creates a new image 
for Kärntner strasse;
- contains public lights, billboards and vegetation;
- is built by the municipality;
- takes place near the bicycle path and can be placed 
adherent to the existing buildings.

- is the first element of the new vision, the base unit of 
all the new constructions;
- it contains commercial activities at the ground floor, 
public productive activities on the first floor, and on 
all the other levels can contain productive or housing 
spaces, with a minimum of 2 floor plan and a maxi-
mum of 4.

- is easy to build, it can host only affordable hous-
ing, startup/makers, or personal space for the local 
families; 
- a deal made by the municipality with local produc-
tor of wood, will allow the inhabitants to have the 
material at a lower price; 
- takes place in the rear of the existing lot or in the 
second row.
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Big companies can 
buy nearby lots 

and estabilish their 
new offices 

combining lots in a 
trasversal or 

longitudinal way

the owner of 
corner lot in order 
to have a Volume 

bonus are going to 
build new parking 
for the community 

When big urban 
form comes in play 

the project can 
create a new urban 
image reorganiz-
ing the landscape

Also the 
background 

neighborhood 
begin to transform 

from residential 
only to mixed use.

New productive 
center are going to 
create new energy 
and new attractive 

point also in the 
rear lots

New productive 
center are going to 
create new energy 
and new attractive 

point also in the 
rear lots

Old and new 
buildings are going 
to rise one next to 

each other in order 
o create a new  

heterogeneous 
panorama

The existing 
building acquire a 
new facade thanks 
to the urban skin

the planned 
expansion of the 

bus station is 
going to have a 
new facade in 

order to organize 
the fragmented 

existing panorama
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New urban rhythm 

Hybrid density

Wood Flexible Modular

The project uses a wood structural 
system. A product that can be found 
locally and represents a sustainable, 
renewable and cheap material.

All the parts that compose the proj-
ect are modular, to better integrate 
one with each other and in order 
to give a general order to the new 
road.

The only fixed part of the project it’s 
the structure. All of the other part are 
customizable by the owners.
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